
Intermediate Grades: 

Possible Materials: 
Anthology 
Independent novels/books 
Articles/Passages 
Each day choose one story, article, or passage to read. Then, choose from the possible 
reading and writing activities below: 

Possible Reading Activities: 
l. Choose three questions from the Reading Response Questions list (1 Thinking Within the Text, 1 Thinking 

Beyond the Text, and 1 Thinking About the Text) and respond in writing. 
2. Choose one of the graphic organizers to complete and use that graphic organizer to write a paragraph. 
3. Use your reader's notebook to respond to your reading in any way you choose. 

Possible Writing Activities: 
If you've read a narrative, choose one of the prompts and respond in writing. 

• Think about the story you've just read. Who is telling the story? How would the story change if a 
different character was telling it? Retell the story from a different character's perspective. Be sure to 
use all that you've learned about narrative writing in your story. 

OR 
• Think about the story you've just read and what you've learned about the main character (thoughts, 

feelings, motivations). What would happen if the story continued? Use what you know about the 
character, to extend the story from where it leaves off. Be sure to use all that you've learned about 
narrative writing in your story. 

OR 
• Think about one of the characters you've just read about. What is your opinion about them? Write an 

opinion essay stating your opinion, include reasons and text evidence to support your thinking, and a 
concluding sentence. 

If you've read an informational text, choose one of the prompts and respond in writing. 

• Write an essay explaining what you've learned about your topic. Use evidence from the text to 
support your writing. Be sure to use all that you've learned about informative writing in your essay. 

OR 
• Write an essay explaining how the author organized the information in this text, and how he/she 

helped you to learn about this topic. Be sure to use all that you've learned about informative writing in your 
essay. 

OR 
• Think about the topic you've just read about. What is your opinion about this topic? Write an opinion 

essay stating your opinion, include reasons and text evidence to support your thinking, and a 
concluding sentence. 



Reading Response Questions 

Thinking within the Text 
Summarizing 

o Summarize the important events or episodes from the text in the order that they happened. 
o Summarize ideas and facts from a text and tell how they are related. 
o What was the problem in the story? o How did the characters solve the problem? 
o How did the story end? If applicable, what was the surprise at the end? o What new information 

did you learn about ? o Look at the photograph/drawing on page . What 
did you learn? (Draw attention to captions.) 

o Look at the (glossary, heading). How does it help you? Give an example of a (word from the 
glossary or an idea under that heading). 

o Summarize the important events at intervals during the reading of a longer text. 
o Sequence the actions from a graphic text. 
o What was the big problem in the story? What other problems did the characters encounter? 
o Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how their 

actions contribute to the sequence of events. 
o Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures; determine the 

central message, lesson, or moral and explain how it is conveyed through key details in the text. 

Thinking beyond the Text 
Predicting 

o After reading the text, predict what might happen next. What clues from the book or 
personal experience helped you with this prediction? 
Can you think of another book that is similar to this one? 

o How is the (topic, characters, ending) similar to (title of another book)? 
o How is the character the same in this book as in previous books? 
o What connection can you make (personal, text, world)? Explain how they are connected. 

Based on a similar experience that you have had, what connection can you make to the 
character or events? 

Synthesizing 
What new information has been added to what you already knew about the topic? 

o After reading, has the new information changed your thinking about the topic? 
o What did you learn about after reading this book? Tell where you found this 

information. 
o How has your thinking changed after reading? 
o Why are important to us? 
o Explain in your own words. 
o What lesson did the character learn in the story? 
o How are and alike? How are they different? 



Reading Response Questions (continued) 

Inferring 
Look at the dialogue in the text. What does the dialogue tell you about how the 
characters are feeling or thinking? 

o How did the character change from the beginning of the story to the end? Why? 
o What happened to cause the character to feel or act ? 
o How would you feel if happened to you? Would you solve the problem the same 

way the character did? 
o What caused the problem or outcome? 
o What is the big idea/theme of the text? How do they apply to our lives today? 
o If applicable, what information can you gather about (setting, character's traits and feelings, and 

plot) from the illustrations in graphic novels (texts)? 
o Let's discuss the story. Did anyone understand the story differently? What makes you think 

this? 
o What were the major events that led to the problem or the solution? 
o How did the characters feelings towards each other change from to ? Why? 

Thinking about the Text 
Analyzing 

o What did the author do to make the characters or situation interesting? 
o What is the genre of the book? What are the aspects of this genre that you noticed? (fiction, 

nonfiction, realistic stories, traditional literature, fantasy) o What types of illustrations are in the 
book (photographs, drawings, etc.)? 

o What text features did you notice in the book? How did they help you understand the book? o 
Could this story really happen? Why or why not? 

o What descriptive language did the author use? How did it add to your enjoyment or 
understanding of the text? 

o What is the text structure of this book? Why did the author choose this? (description, compare 
and contrast, temporal sequence, cause and effect, problem and solution) 

o What nonfiction text features do you notice? Why did the author choose these features? 
(headings, photograph, caption, pictures, bold, italics, etc.) 

o What writing techniques did the author use? (example: question and answer format) 
o How does the author show what (character) was like even if he/she wasn't in the story most of 

the time? 
o Explain how specific aspects of a text's illustrations contribute to what is conveyed by the words 

in a story (e.g., create mood, emphasize aspects of a character or setting). 
o Compare and contrast the themes, settings, and plots of stories written by the same author 

about the same or similar characters (e.g., in books from a series). 
o Find the part of the story where the writer showed _ 
o What did the writer want you to learn from this book? 
o How is your point of view different or the same as the narrator or characters in the text? 



Reading Response Questions (continued) 

Critiquing 

o What did you like/dislike about this (book, beginning, characters, ending)? 
o What did you think about (book, beginning, characters, ending)? Why? 
o What was the most important part of the story? Why? 
o What do you think ( character) was thinking? Why? 
o How does the author help you learn about ? 
o Do you agree or disagree with ? Why or why not? 
o Do the pictures or graphics add to your understanding of the book? How or why not? 
o How could the characters have behaved differently? 
o What did the author do to make this topic/book interesting, funny, or exciting to read about? 

Why? 
o Is this a realistic portrayal of what could happen in this situation or time period? Why or why 

not? (i.e. historical fiction) 
o Was the title of the text a good one? Why or why not? 
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ReadWorks" A Kid ln A Candy Store 

A Kid ln A Candy Store 
by W.M. Akers 

lt wasn't the candy he wanted. lt was the skateboard. Tommy had been staring at it for weeks, 
every day on his way home from school, admiring it through the window of the skate shop on 
Market Street. lt was a longboard-a serious skateboard, not meant for tricks or speed, but 
for long rides down hills, on busy roads, or all the way across town. This was a skateboard 
that could change Tommy's life forever. No longer would his parents have to pick him up after 
school, or at the movies or the mall. The longboard would be able to take him home. 

lt was ocean blue, with chrome wheels and an elaborate drawing of a rocket ship on the 
underside. Each time he pressed his face against the glass of the skate shop, he felt himself 
fall into that picture, and his dreams of riding the longboard became mixed up with dreams of 
interstellar travel. He wasn't just going to the mall. He was going to Mars, to Alpha Centauri, 
to anywhere in the galaxy he felt like. He was going to conquer the stars. 

Or he would have, anyway, if his dad weren't such a cheapskate. There's something about 
fathers that makes it impossible for them to understand skateboards. 
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ReaclWorks" A Kid ln A Candy Store 

"Dad," Tommy said. "It's the world's finest skateboard. lt could change my life forever." 

"That's great," said Dad. "I'm all for kids having hobbies. But that's an expensive little toy, and 
li 

"It's not a toy!" Tommy felt himself about to lose his temper. If he shouted, he knew he would 
never come close to owning his board. He collected himself. "It's a whole new way of life. 
When you were my age, what was the thing you wanted more than anything else? The thing 
you dreamed about? The thing you promised yourself you would get, no matter what?" 

"A Black Shadow." 

"A what?" 

"A Vincent Black Shadow-the world's finest motorcycle. A more beautiful piece of machinery 
has never been designed." 

"So yeah, this board is like the Vincent Black Shadow for the 21st Century. So you see why I 
have to have it." 

"You know what my dad told me when I asked for a Black Shadow?" 

"What?" 

"Nothing. I didn't ask him, because I knew he'd think it was nothing more than an expensive 
toy. I went out, got a job, and started saving." 

"Man," said Tommy. "I was afraid you'd say something like that." 

"Dads are the worst, aren't they?" 

*** 

Tommy walked up and down Market Street looking for someplace to work. The pizzeria wasn't 
hiring. The coffee shop said he was too young. The comic book store said he didn't have 
enough experience. 

"But how can I get experience," Tommy asked, "if nobody will give me a job?!" The comic 
book clerk didn't answer. Tommy composed himself, said thank you, and left. 

The only store with a "HELP WANTED" sign was the one he had been dreading most: 
Orson's Confectionaries. The candy store. 
ReadWorks.org · © 2013 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved. 
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Whoever thinks that all kids love candy stores has never been to Orson's. lt had been in the 
town since the dawn of time, and hadn't been updated much since. A dark, winding dungeon 
of a store, its shelves were filled with jars of weird, sticky gums and sucking candies so hard 
they could crack your teeth. Over all of it stood Mr. Orson, a hard-eyed skeleton of a man 
whose long grey hair and baggy clothes made him look like an out-of-work wizard. 

Tommy didn't know how the confectionary stayed in business. He'd never seen a kid go in or 
out, and he'd never heard anyone talk about buying something there. How could that store 
turn a profit? And why would a store with no customers need an extra employee? Tommy 
didn't want to find out, but the skateboard demanded he try. He pushed on the creaky old 
door, sucked in his breath, and plunged in. 

"How may I help you?" said Mr. Orson. He sounded like a snake with a cold. 

"I, uh, uh ... 1-" 

"You're looking for sweets?" 

"No, well, uh-" 

"Some raspberry rope, perhaps?" 

"No thank you. Actually, I-" 

"A chocolate lover, are we? Perhaps you'd prefer a chunk of Carlsberg Chew? It's the finest 
dark chocolate made in Germany. lt has real hazelnuts inside!" 

"That sounds good, but actually-" 

"I see," said Mr. Orson, and his eyes went wide. His mouth crinkled up like a dead leaf, and 
Tommy got the impression that he was either about to scream at him, or sneeze. "I 
understand completely now." 

"Understand what?" 

"You are a boy ... with a sour tooth." He reached behind him, to the highest shelf on a rickety 
bookcase, and presented Tommy with a star-shaped, tiny yellow candy. "Try this. A Sunburst 
Express-a sour candy of my own design." 

"Yeah?" 
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"Free of charge." 

Tommy licked his lips. If there was one thing in life he loved more than skateboarding, it was 
sour candy. The grosser the better, he thought. A candy wasn't any good unless it made you 
squeeze your face together, shut your eyes, and want to cry. That's how you knew it was nice 
and sour. 

"It's pretty sour?" 

"lt will make your tongue turn inside out." 

Tommy reached for the candy and popped it into his mouth. At first, he tasted nothing. But 
then, as he began to chew, it was like an oil tanker had spilled in his throat. His gums were on 
fire. His tonsils were tap-dancing. And his tongue ... his tongue felt like it was about to turn itself 
inside out! 

"Oh my goodness!" he gasped. "This is the best candy I ever tasted." 

"Why thank you," said Mr. Orson. "Have a sip of Fizzberry Soda. lt will ease the sensation. 
Now, you're looking for a job?" 

"How did you know?" 

"I could just tell. Desperate for a new toy, are you?" 

"It's not a toy! lt's ... well, yes. That's right." 

"The Sunburst was a test. I don't want anyone working here who doesn't love sour sweets." 

"I love 'em more than anything!" Tommy remembered the skateboard. "Well, practically 
anything." 

"Good," said Mr. Orson, as he handed Tommy an apron. "Then you'll be getting your new toy 
very soon indeed." 
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ReadWorks" A Kid ln A Candy Store - Comprehension Questions 

Name: Date: --------------- ------- 
1. What does Tommy think could change his life forever? 

A. a piece of chocolate 

B. a comic book store 

C. a skateboard 

D. a motorcycle 

2. A problem in this story is that Tommy wants a skateboard but does not have the 
money to buy one. How does he try to solve this problem? 

A. He tries to solve this problem by dreaming about a trip to Mars. 

B. He tries to solve this problem by getting a job. 

C. He tries to solve this problem by staring through the window of the skate shop. 

D. He tries to solve this problem by going to the mall. 

3. Tommy stares at the skateboard through the window of the skate shop for weeks. 
After his dad refuses to buy the skateboard for him, Tommy gets a job so that he can 
buy it himself. 

What can be concluded from this information? 

A. Tommy is serious about getting the skateboard and will work hard to do it. 

B. Tommy is heartbroken and has given up all hope of getting the skateboard. 

C. If Tommy does not make enough money at his job to buy the skateboard, he will steal 
it. 

D. Tommy will lose interest in the skateboard a few weeks after starting his job. 

4. What do Tommy and his dad have in common? 

A. Both Tommy and his dad think raspberry rope is the best candy in the world. 

B. As boys, both wanted a skateboard built for long rides on roads and down hills. 

C. As boys, both wanted a motorcycle known as a Vincent Black Shadow 

D. As boys, both wanted something that their fathers would not buy for them. 
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ReadWorks" A Kid ln A Candy Store - Comprehension Questions 

5. What is a theme of this story? 

A. friendship 

B. honesty 

C. determination 

D. giving up 

6. Read the following sentences: "How could that store turn a profit? And why would a 
store with no customers need an extra employee? Tommy didn't want to find out, but 
the skateboard demanded he try." 

What does the phrase "the skateboard demanded he try" mean? 

A. Tommy wanted the skateboard so much that he decided to try. 

B. The skateboard spoke to Tommy in a dream and told him to try. 

C. Tommy has spent so much time thinking about the skateboard that he is starting to 
imagine things. 

D. The skateboard has a recorder and speaker that can play voice messages. 

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below. 

Tommy wants a skateboard; , he wants a longboard. 

A. specifically 

B. on the other hand 

C. before 

D. therefore 

8. What kind of candy does Mr. Orson give Tommy to try? 

9. Tommy asks how Mr. Orson knew he was looking for a job. What is Mr. Orson's 
reply? 

10. How could Mr. Orson tell that Tommy was looking for a job? Support your answer 
with evidence from the passage. 
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ReacIWorks" Magic in the Classroom 

Magic in the Classroom 
by ReadWorks 

On her first day at school, Emma wore a tutu, a red cape, and a pair of swim goggles that she 
kept over her eyes. Mr. Stephens said we were not under any circumstances allowed to make 
fun of her. "Emma is different," he said in that exasperating tone adults use to explain things 
while not explaining them at all. "She needs your support and understanding, and I will not 
tolerate bullying in my classroom." 

Of course that didn't stop Sarah, who, as everyone knows, is a bully. The other day, Sarah 
turned to me and said, "Oh, Samantha, you're the best writer in our class. I only wish I could 
write as well as you do." She smiled sweetly at Mr. Stephens, who just happened to be 
passing by with our homework assignments. As soon as he turned his back, though, she 
stuck her finger right between my ribs and wiggled it. "Teacher's pet," she said. And then she 
looked away, tossing her hair. I still have a bruise. 

So I wasn't surprised when Sarah offered to take Emma on a tour of the school. I was sure 
that this was phase one of her full-on attack against Emma and that bizarre outfit. 

Because Mr. Stephens is an adult and all adults think Sarah is perfect, he agreed. "Sarah, I 
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think that's a wonderful idea. Very thoughtful of you." 

This was not a good sign. Sure, Emma seemed weird, but she certainly didn't deserve to be 
subjected to Sarah alone. One-on-one. And so I did something that would lead to one of the 
most fantastical, amazing experiences of my life. I raised my hand. "Mr. Stephens, would you 
mind if I went too? I'd love to get to know Emma better." 

Mr. Stephens smiled. "Of course, Samantha. I have such wonderful students!" 

Sarah glowered at me, but I didn't care. "Come on, Emma. Follow me!" I said. 

Emma trailed behind me. "So, where are you from?" I asked her. 

"Here and there," she said. 

"What do you like to do for fun?" I asked. I was struggling to find a conversation. 

"Magic," Emma replied. Sheez, I thought to myself. This was not going to be easy. 

"Magic?" Sarah cried. "Maybe you could magic yourself some new clothes!" She laughed. 

Emma's nose crinkled. 

"I bet they kicked you out of your last school," Sarah continued. "I wouldn't be surprised if ... " 

"Enough, Sarah," I said. Her high-pitched squealing was getting to me. 

And this is where things began to get strange, unbelievable, and downright magical. 

Emma began muttering something quickly. She was so quiet that if I hadn't seen her lips 
move, I would have doubted that she was saying anything at all. She began moving her 
hands in small circles, and she stretched her head back so that I was sure she could see 
whatever was behind her. 

"Stop it," Sarah said. "Stop it, stop it, stop it!" 

Up until that point, I had been too busy watching Emma to notice what was happening to 
Sarah. She was hunched over, resting her elbows on her thighs. She was taking deep 
breaths. And then - and this is the absolute truth - frogs began jumping out of her mouth. 
Little ones at first, yellow and red frogs splotched with black polka dots, and then big ones, 
bullfrogs and warty toads that skipped out of her mouth and tumbled onto the floor. 
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I stared at Sarah without blinking. Hundreds of frogs had fallen out of her mouth and onto the 
floor. Then, suddenly, Emma snapped her fingers and all of the frogs disappeared. 

"What'd you do to me?" Sarah asked fearfully. 

"Nothing," Emma shrugged. 

"What are you talking about, Sarah?" I giggled. "I didn't see anything." 

Sarah went home from school early that day. She told Mr. Stephens she didn't feel well. 

The next day, she came to school wearing a tutu, a red cape, and swim goggles. She turned 
to Emma with a smirk. "You're not the only one with tricks up your sleeves," she said. 

"Some things never change," I whispered to Emma. She smiled. I had a feeling this was going 
to be a great year. 
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ReadWorks" Magic in the Classroom - Comprehension Questions 

Name: Date: --------------- ------- 
1. Who is identified as a bully in the passage? 

A. Sarah 

B. Emma 

C. Mr. Stephens 

D. Samantha 

2. ln the passage, Samantha asks to go with Sarah to take Emma on a school tour. 

What motivates Samantha to ask to go on the tour? 

A. Samantha is bored with what's going on in the classroom and wants an excuse to 
leave. 

B. Samantha thinks it will be a good opportunity to learn some new things about her 
school. 

C. Samantha doesn't think Emma should be subjected to being alone with Sarah since 
she's a bully. 

D. Samantha forgot to do her homework assignment and wants to leave before needing 
to turn it in. 

3. Read the following sentences: "I stared at Sarah without blinking. Hundreds of frogs 

had fallen out of her mouth and onto the floor. Then, suddenly, Emma snapped her 

fingers and all of the frogs disappeared." 

Based on this information, what can be concluded about the disappearance of the 

frogs? 

A. Samantha makes the frogs disappear by staring at Sarah. 

B. Sarah makes the frogs disappear by closing her mouth. 

C. The frogs disappear without anyone doing anything. 

D. Emma makes the frogs disappear by snapping her fingers. 

4. Emma tells Samantha that she likes to do magic for fun. What can be concluded 

about Emma's statement based on the events in the story? 

A. The statement is truthful. 

B. The statement is not truthful. 

C. The statement is not completely truthful. 

D. The statement is misleading. 
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5. What is this passage mainly about? 

A. a school year filled with magic 

B. Emma's relationship with Sarah and Samantha 

C. Emma's magical tricks on people 

D. how Sarah's plan to bully Emma backfires 

6. How can Samantha's tone throughout the passage best be described? 

A. formal 

B. conversational 

C. disinterested 

D. mysterious 

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below. 

Sarah offers to take Emma on a tour of the school, Samantha is sure that ----- 
this is phase one of Sarah's full-on attack against Emma. 

A. Instead 

B. Therefore 

C. Even though 

D. Initially 

8. After Sarah starts to laugh at Emma and say that she bets Emma was kicked out of 
her last school, Emma starts muttering and moving her hands in a circle. What happens 
to Sarah after that? 

9. What are two things that happen during the tour of the school? 

1 O. At the end of the passage, Sarah says to Emma, "You're not the only one with tricks 
up your sleeves." Explain what Sarah means by this. Use information from the passage 
to support your answer. 
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It's Opening Day 
by W.M. Akers 

The weather was growing crisper. lt was getting dark later, and Matthew had stopped wearing 
a coat to school. Spring was coming, but that didn't matter to him. What was really important 
was it was April. April meant baseball. April meant the end of the long, cold off-season. April 
meant opening day. 

The local team was called the Crickets. lt wasn't a very tough name for a baseball team, but 
that was okay. The Crickets weren't a Major League team, with a 50,000 seat stadium, 
expensive tickets, and big-name players. They were a minor league team, and that suited 
Matthew just fine. The stadium was small, the tickets were cheap, and the players weren't 
famous-at least not right now. Some were young players, only seven or eight years older 
than Matthew, with dreams of playing in the big leagues, and the talent to make it happen. 
Other players were older, their time in the big leagues finished, but they stuck around the 
Crickets because they weren't ready yet to let go of the game that had defined them ever 
since childhood. 

And then there were players like Willie Carney, the shortstop. He had manned the space 
between second and third base for as long as Matthew could remember. Each year he was 
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one of the two best players on the team, but he never did quite well enough to get called up to 
the majors. Each opening day, Matthew was shocked to see that Willie was still playing for the 
Crickets. 

"Jeez, Dad!" he would say. "I can't believe Willie didn't get called up to the big leagues this 
year." 

"You think he played pretty well last season?" his father would ask. 

"Are you kidding?!" Matthew's face turned purple whenever anybody questioned Willie 
Carney. "He hit twenty-seven home runs! He had ninety-eight RBIs! He walked more than 
anybody else on the team!" 

Matthew didn't need a baseball card to tell him Willie's statistics. He knew them by heart, from 
studying the sports page every morning at breakfast, to see how Willie and the other Crickets 
had played the night before. Over the winter, he committed all of their numbers to memory, 
and at night he would recite them to himself until he fell asleep. 

"How was his fielding?" Matthew's father would ask, teasing him. "I bet he made a lot of 
errors." 

"Dad-are you crazy? He moves like a spider out there. Nobody turns a double play faster 
than Willie. Nobody's better at tagging runners out. Last season, he didn't make an error for ... " 
Matthew thought for a moment, doing the math in his head. "Forty-seven games!" 

"That's not bad." 

"Then how come he didn't get called up to the majors?" 

"I don't know." 

"It's not fair. He's better than most of the guys you see playing on TV." 

"It's good news for us, right? Now we get to watch him play live for another season." 

"I'm telling you, Dad. He's the best." 

Matthew and his father had gone to see the Crickets play every opening day since Matthew 
was born. Their family celebrated a lot of holidays-Thanksgiving, Halloween, the Fourth of 
July, not to mention Matthew's and his sister's birthdays-but as far as he was concerned, 
opening day was the best one. lt was usually on a weekday, and his dad always let him skip 
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school to go. 

"There are some things you can only learn in school," he told Matthew once, "and there are 
some things you can only learn at the ballpark." 

Each year, Matthew and his dad wore Crickets jerseys and Crickets hats, and they always got 
to the ballpark early enough to watch the hitters take batting practice. County Stadium was an 
old ballpark, almost as old as Matthew's dad himself, and it had started to get a little shabby 
by the time Matthew started going to games. The scoreboard was rusty; the speakers were 
screechy, and the chairs weren't as comfortable as they could have been. But on a sunny 
day, Matthew thought, it was the most beautiful stadium in the world. Last year was perfect. 
The sun was bright, the sky was clear, and there was just enough of a breeze to remind him 
that summer wasn't quite here yet. The Crickets won 4-2, Matthew ate two hot dogs and a 
plastic baseball helmet full of ice cream, and Willie Carney bowed to the fans when he ran out 
onto the field. They went to a lot of games the rest of the summer, but opening day-as 
always-was his favorite. On the coldest days of winter, when wind cut through Matthew's 
parka and his fingers turned as pink as Vienna sausages, Matthew remembered opening day, 
and the outfield grass that was as green and perfect as the Emerald City in the Wizard of Oz. 

"I've got bad news," said Matthew's father, two days before the season started. "I can't go to 
opening day this year." 

"Dad," said Matthew. "That is a dumb joke." 

"I'm not kidding. Your sister's play is Sunday afternoon." 

"Her play is happening for three days. We're watching it at school on Monday. Why don't you 
just come then?" 

"I've got to work, kid. I'm really sorry." 

Matthew's father looked sad, but Matthew did not. He did not cry; he did not scream; he did 
not yell at his father about breaking promises. One of the things that he could only learn at the 
ballpark is that there's no crying in baseball, so Matthew didn't cry. But he wanted to. 

"Why don't we go to the game Monday night?" his father asked. 

Matthew wanted to explain that night games were no good, that he had been waiting all winter 
for blue skies and green grass and sunshine. Night games were fine in the middle of the 
summer, when it was too hot to sit out in the sun, but it was April. He didn't want to go to 
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County Stadium in his parka, but he didn't know how to put it into words. 

"I want to go to opening day," he said, finally. 

"I've got an idea," said his dad. "It's kind of crazy but...do you want to go by yourself?" 

"What?!" 

"You're old enough now. When I was your age I'd go to games alone all the time. I know it's 
not what we usually do, but it could be fun." 

"Go to the game ... alone?" asked Matthew. He had to admit: it was better than not going at all. 

The sky was blue, the grass was green, and Matthew wore his Crickets jersey and Crickets 
hat. His seat was right where he liked-along the first base line, behind the home dugout- 
and all his favorite players were in the lineup, with Willie Carney batting first. He took out his 
scorecard and carefully wrote their names down. During the game, he would make notes of 
what happened-who got a double, who struck out, who had the big home run. lt was an old 
fashioned thing to do, but Matthew liked it, because it helped keep him focused on the game. 
His father had taught him how to keep score. 

lt was a perfect day for baseball. So why did Matthew feel so gloomy? 

During the second and fifth innings, Matthew bought hot dogs from the hot dog vendor. His 
dad had given him $20 to spend, and Matthew was going to spend all of it. He wanted to get a 
plastic baseball helmet full of ice cream, but he had to go to the concessions stand for that, 
and if he stopped watching the game, he wouldn't be able to write down what happened on 
his scorecard. If it were later in the season, this wouldn't worry him so much, but today was 
opening day, and the scorecard-everything-had to be perfect. 

He decided to skip the seventh inning stretch. This was a big sacrifice, because singing "Take 
Me Out To The Ballgame" was one of the best parts of going to see the Crickets. The mascot 
-a big green cricket in a foam costume-would run out onto the field and dance around and 
throw t-shirts. But Matthew already had plenty of Crickets t-shirts. What he didn't have was 
ice cream. 

He waited in line, and paid the last of his money for a plastic baseball helmet full of mint 
chocolate chip. When he got back to his seat, the sun had gone away. Matthew balanced his 
ice cream in the cup holder in front of him, and frowned at his scorecard. ln the space for 
"Weather" he had written "Sunny." He changed it to "Sunny/Clouds." He put his scorecard 
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aside and focused on his ice cream, which was beginning to melt. As he ate it, he shivered. 

The game was over. The Crickets had won, 6-1. A blowout, but not a very exciting one. 
According to his scorecard, Willie Carney had a single and a walk, but no runs batted in-a 
good day, but not a great one. As always, Willie had bowed to the people when he ran out 
onto the field, and Matthew bowed back. When he hit his single, with a sound like a judge's 
gavel, Matthew cheered louder than he had all day. He fixed the image in his mind: Willie 
Carney, hustling down the first base line, right in front of his eyes. He would tell his father 
about it when he got home, and he would remember it come winter. 

Matthew's dad had told him to call when the game was over and he would come pick him up, 
but now, standing outside the stadium, he didn't want to leave. He sat on a bench outside the 
stadium, making sure his scorecard was perfect. He erased wobbly lines and redrew them, 
straight, bold and firm. Flawed letters-a wobbly K, a slouching 8-he went over until they 
looked like they had been put there by a computer. By the time he was finished, nobody could 
have done a better job. 

Matthew looked up, and saw the parking lot was empty. Behind him, the stadium was closed 
-and with it, the only pay phone. How would his dad know to come pick him up? The sun 
was long gone now, and Matthew began to wish he had brought his parka. lt was windy in the 
County Stadium parking lot. 

He walked around the ballpark, hoping to find another phone, but all he found was cracked 
concrete and overgrown grass. On the other side from the outfield wall, he saw a battered old 
baseball-a forgotten home run from the season before. He picked this up and put it in his 
pocket. A boy can never have too many baseballs. Holding it as he picked his way across the 
gravel, he felt less afraid. As he completed the loop around the stadium, he heard a door 
close behind him. 

"Hey kid," said a voice, and Matthew's heart leapt. lt was Willie Carney. Out of uniform, he 
looked bigger than he did on the field, like he could crush a rock into dust with one hand. He 
was smiling, just like he had when he bowed to the crowd that afternoon. "You here by 
yourself?" 

"Kinda," said Matthew. "My dad's supposed to pick me up, but I don't have a way to call him." 

Silently, Willie took his cellphone out of his pocket and handed it over. Matthew dialed his 
father's number, and told him to meet him by the main entrance. When he handed the phone 
back to Willie, he said thanks, quietly. 
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"No problem," said Willie. "You want some company while you wait?" 

"Sure," said Matthew, as they walked back to his bench. 

"Enjoy the game today?" 

"lt was pretty good," said Matthew. "That was a nice at-bat you had in the sixth, when you 
drew the walk." 

"Thanks. lt must have been seven, eight pitches." 

"lt was nine," said Matthew. "I was counting." 

"Glad to know somebody's paying attention. That a baseball in your pocket?" 

"I found it on the other side of the center field fence." 

"They don't clean back there as much as they should. Want me to sign it?" 

Matthew handed Willie the ball, his heart in his chest. As Willie traced his wide, looping 
signature across the grimy yellow leather, Matthew asked the question that had been 
bothering him all day. 

"Do you ever get sick of playing here?" he asked. 

"What do you mean?" 

"You're good enough to play in the majors. I know it. You know it. The whole crowd knows it. 
You hit twenty-seven home runs last year! You had ninety-eight RBIs! You walked more than 
anybody else on the team! Doesn't it drive you crazy to be stuck down here, in this crummy 
old ballpark, playing for nobody?" 

For a moment, Willie looked hurt. Then a smile broke out across his face, and he started 
laughing. "Are you nuts, kid?" he asked. "I get to play baseball for a living! It's not much 
money, but it's enough. And if I can keep the people entertained here, who cares about the 
big leagues?" 

"Yeah?" 

"It's opening day. We're at the ballpark. What have we got to complain about?" 
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Name: Date: --------------- ------- 
1. What does Matthew like to do every April? 

A. go for a bike ride in the sunshine and blue skies 

B. eat ice cream and watch a movie at home 

C. see the Crickets play on opening day 

D. see his sister perform in a school play 

2. What is the climax of the action in this story? 

A. Matthew eats ice cream at the ballpark. 

B. Matthew's father says that he cannot go to opening day. 

C. Matthew commits Willie Carney's statistics to memory. 

D. Matthew talks to Willie Carney. 

3. Matthew is excited to meet Willie Carney. 

What evidence from the story supports this statement? 

A. "During the second and fifth innings, Matthew bought hot dogs from the hot dog 
vendor." 

B. "Each opening day, Matthew was shocked to see that Willie was still playing for the 
Crickets." 

C. "One of the things that he could only learn at the ballpark is that there's no crying in 
baseball, so Matthew didn't cry." 

D. "'Hey kid,' said a voice, and Matthew's heart leapt. lt was Willie Carney." 

4. Based on what Willie says, how does he feel about playing baseball for the Crickets? 

A. Willie is happy about playing baseball for the Crickets. 

B. Willie is tired of playing baseball for the Crickets. 

C. Willie is worried about playing baseball for the Crickets. 

D. Willie does not care much about playing baseball for the Crickets. 
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5. What is a theme of this story? 

A. the pleasures of winter 

B. the pleasures of baseball 

C. the damage that war can cause 

D. the damage that nature can cause 

6. Read the following sentence: "Doesn't it drive you crazy to be stuck down here, in 
this crummy old ballpark, playing for nobody?" 

What does the phrase playing for nobody mean in the sentence above? 

A. not caring about how well a baseball team plays 

B. not playing in a baseball game on opening day 

C. not playing for very many people or anyone important 

D. playing in a ballpark that does not have any seats 

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below. 

Willie looks hurt Matthew asks him whether playing in a crummy old ballpark 
drives him crazy. 

A. after 

B. before 

C. for instance 

D. however 

8. For Matthew, what is the best holiday of the year? 

9. When Matthew asks Willie whether playing for nobody in a crummy old ballpark 
drives him crazy, what does Willie say? 

1 O. What do Matthew and Willie have in common? Support your answer with evidence 
from the passage. 
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Dan Lafvloore wipes down a Shínola clock at Electric Time Company, a 90-year-old clockmaker based in Massachusetts, in 2018. Daylight 
saving time ends at 2 a.m. local time Sunday, when clocks are set back one hour. Photo: AP Photo/Elise Amendola 

Almost exactly a year ago, Florida state lawmaker Greg Steube left the barbershop with more than 
a haircut. The woman cutting his hair complained about daylight saving time. She said that the 
recent time change threw her kids' schedules off. Other customers had different objections to 
moving clocks back an hour. Then someone Googled why so many of us "spring forward" in March 
and "fall back" in November to observe daylight saving time. 

The answer? During World War I, Germany shifted its clocks to save electricity. When people 
wake up an hour earlier, the sun feels like it sets an hour later, and you don't need to turn on as 
many lights. The idea caught on around the world, including the United States. The U.S. first 
introduced daylight saving time in 1918. It didn't become permanent in most of the country until 
nearly 50 years later, though. 

Since then, times have changed and so have energy costs. In 2006, Indiana joined in on daylight 
saving time. It left Hawaii and Arizona as the only states that don't observe it. That created a 



"natural experiment," says Yale University economics professor Matthew Kotchen. He studied 
data from before and after Indiana's switch and discovered that energy use increased slightly after. 

Kotchen made another finding as well. "Everyone is confused about daylight saving time," he said. 
Many folks think it starts in the fall, which is when it ends. They'll tell you it's for farmers, who 
don't care about time. After all, animals don't wear watches. Some even believe it extends sunlight, 
even though that means you would have to control how the Earth spins. 

Most Floridians Don't Like Changing Their Clocks 

Back in that barbershop, the customers told Steube they were done adjusting clocks. When he 
went to work on the issue, he quickly learned that the majority of Floridians agree. But there's a 
hitch. The state prefers year-round daylight saving time, not standard time, and that's against U.S. 
law. So Congress would need to change the law. 

Maybe lawmakers will be swayed by what's happening across the Atlantic Ocean. Europe may soon 
get rid of its twice-yearly clock changes. The European Commission represents 28 countries. It 
recently asked for public opinions on what it calls "summertime arrangements." More than 4 
million people responded, with 84 percent in favor of picking a time and sticking with it. 

European lawmakers will vote by next spring, when clocks may jump ahead for the final time. 
Then it's up to each country to decide what to do. They could stay on summer time or fall back in 
October to permanent winter time. 

Sean Kelly is an Irish lawmaker. It's an easy choice for him. He's opposed clock changes since he 
was a kid, when "falling back" made it too dark to play soccer after school. He's already dreaming 
about how he'll celebrate next fall. In that last hour before sunset, Kelly says, "I will go for an hour 
long walk or cycle." 



Quiz 

Read the paragraph from the introduction [paragraphs 1-4). 

Kotchen made another finding as well. "Everyone is confused about daylight saving time," he 
said. Many folks think it starts in the fall, which is when it ends. They'll tell you it's for farmers, 
who don't care about time. After all, animals don't wear watches. Some even believe it extends 
sunlight, even though that means you would have to control how the Earth spins. 

Which of the following is an accurate explanation of what this paragraph means? 

(A) Many people do not understand how daylight saving time works or why it exists. 

(B) Many people are confused because daylight saving time works differently in different countries. 

(C) Many people do not understand that daylight saving time is necessary to control the Earth's spin. 

(D) Many people are confused because daylight saving time is not observed by farmers or animals. 

2 When did daylight saving time first start? How do you know? 

(A) lt started in Germany during World War 1; during World War I, Germany shifted its clocks to save 
electricity. 

(B) lt started in the United States in 1918; the U.S. first introduced daylight saving time in 1918. 

(C) lt started 50 years after World War I; it didn't become permanent in most of the country until nearly 50 
years later, though. 

(D) lt started in 2006 in Indiana; in 2006, Indiana joined in on daylight saving time. 

3 What caused European nations to plan a vote for the spring? 

(A) They want to be able to change the clocks twice a year instead of just once. 

(B) They feel that leaving their clocks on permanent winter time is better than summer time. 

(C) They want to end daylight saving time because most European countries spend too much money. 

(D) They saw that an overwhelming number of Europeans dislike changing the time. 

4 What effect did daylight saving time have on Indiana? 

(A) lt caused people to use less energy than they did before they switched. 

(B) lt caused people to use more energy than they did before they switched. 

(C) lt caused people to use less energy than Hawaii and Arizona. 

(D) lt caused people to use more energy than Hawaii and Arizona. 
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Image 1. An Amazon employee pushes a cart on February 21, 2020, inside an Amazon Go Grocery store set to open soon in the Capítol Hill 
neighborhood of Seattle, Washington. Following the opening of several smaller convenience-type stores using an app and cashier-less 
technology to tally shoppers' selections. the store will be the first Amazon Go full-sized cashier-less grocery store. Photo: Ted S. WarreniAP 
Photo 

The online-shopping giant Amazon has a new project. It plans to get rid of the supermarket 
checkout line. 

Amazon opened its first cashier-less supermarket. Shoppers can grab milk or eggs and walk out 
without waiting in line. They do not even need to open their wallets. It is the latest sign that 
Amazon is serious about shaking up the $800 billion grocery market. 

The new store opened on February 25 in Amazon's hometown of Seattle, Washington. Shoppers 
scan a smartphone app to enter the store. Cameras and sensors track what is taken off shelves. 
Items are charged to an Amazon account after leaving. 

"I love the convenience of literally grabbing and going," said Art Kuniyuki, who lives in Seattle. He 
spent $15 on groceries shortly after the store opened. 



A New Kind Of Grocery Store 

The new store is called Amazon Go Grocery. It is part of the 2-year-old chain of 25 Amazon Go 
convenience stores. The grocery store is five times the size of the convenience stores. It also stocks 
much more than just the sodas and sandwiches found at Amazon Go. 

Cameron Janes helps oversee Amazon's physical stores. He said the store's technology had to be 
changed for groceries. People like to touch a few tomatoes before they pick the ones they want. 
They only need to be charged for the ones they take. Nothing at the store is weighed. One blood 
orange costs 53 cents. A banana is 19 cents. 

Amazon is not new to groceries. In 2017, it bought 
Whole Foods and its 500 stores. It has also been 
expanding its online grocery delivery service. 
However, it is still far behind rival Walmart, the 
nation's largest grocer, which has more than 4,700 
stores. Walmart's online grocery service has also been 
popular with customers. Shoppers buy online and 
then drive to a store to pick up their orders. 

Amazon also plans to open another type of grocery 
store in Los Angeles, California, sometime this year. It 
will not use the cashier-less technology there, though. Amazon would not say if it plans to open 
more Amazon Go Grocery stores. It said there are no plans to bring the technology to Whole Foods 
stores. 

Buying Veggies And Oreos Is Easy 

Most of the new store's fruits and vegetables come from the same suppliers at Whole Foods, Janes 
said. It also has products from the Whole Foods store brand 365. However, it also sells Oreos, 
Cheez- Its and other stuff not allowed at the natural grocer. 

Families can shop together. One phone scans everyone in. Anything the other people grab and 
leave the store with will be added to one account. Shoppers, though, should not grab things for 
strangers. Amazon warns that grabbing an item for someone else means you will be charged if they 
walk out with it. 

Other stores are racing to catch up. They are trying their own cashier-less technology. Earlier in 
February, 7-Eleven said it is testing a cashier-less store for employees inside its offices in Irving, 
Texas. 

Not Everyone Likes Cashier-Less Stores 

However, lawmakers and advocates are critical of cashier-less stores. They say the stores 
discriminate against low-income people. Customers must have a credit card or bank account. 
Amazon has since let customers pay with cash at its convenience stores. The company said 
shoppers can do the same at the grocery store. They have to ask a worker to let them in. 

The stores also cut the jobs of cashiers. Janes said the new Amazon store has "several dozen" 
workers. 



While cashier-less stores remove the annoyance of waiting in line to pay, it also kills some joys of 
the supermarket. There is no one to bag groceries. There is also no deli counter, butcher or 
fishmonger. 

"Just walk out technology is kind of cool, in theory," said David Bishop. He advises retail 
companies. Bishop added, however, that customers decide where to shop based on other factors 
besides speed. 

Still, Bishop said, it is hard for grocery companies to ignore Amazon. The online giant has the cash 
and technology to experiment. "They're not giving up," he said. 



Quiz 

Read the Introduction [paragraphs 1-4]. 

Select the paragraph that shows how the technology behind Amazon Go Grocery works. 

(A) The online-shopping giant Amazon has a new project. lt plans to get rid of the supermarket checkout 
line. 

(B) Amazon opened its first cashier-less supermarket. Shoppers can grab milk or eggs and walk out without 
waiting in line. They do not even need to open their wallets. lt is the latest sign that Amazon is serious 
about shaking up the $800 billion grocery market. 

(C) The new store opened on February 25 in Amazon's hometown of Seattle, Washington. Shoppers scan a 
smartphone app to enter the store. Cameras and sensors track what is taken off shelves. Items are 
charged to an Amazon account after leaving. 

(D) "I love the convenience of literally grabbing and going," said Art Kuniyuki, who lives in Seattle. He spent 
$15 on groceries shortly after the store opened. 

2 Read the section "Not Everyone Likes Cashier-Less Stores." 

Which sentence from the section shows WHY Amazon Go Grocery cannot completely replace traditional grocery stores? 

(A) However, lawmakers and advocates are critical of cashier-less stores. 

(B) Amazon has since let customers pay with cash at its convenience stores. 

(C) There is also no deli counter, butcher or fishmonger. 

(D) The online giant has the cash and technology to experiment. 

3 What is the relationship between Whole Foods and Amazon? 

(A) Whole Foods owns Amazon. 

(B) Whole Foods was created by Amazon founder Jeff Bezos. 

(C) Amazon owns Whole Foods. 

(D) Amazon was a delivery partner for Whole Foods' online grocery service. 

4 What caused some people to criticize Amazon's cashier-less grocery stores? 

(A) Its potential to discriminate against people without bank accounts and take away grocery store jobs. 

(B) Its camera technology, which might invade privacy and accidentally charge people for things. 

(C) The fact that they are only located in major urban areas such as Seattle and Los Angeles. 

(D) The fact that Amazon is putting smaller retailers out of business with its aggressive tactics. 
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John Simpson (left) is the project director for The Amazing World of Dr. Seuss Museum. His wife, Kay, is the president of Springfield 
Museums. They are unwrapping a statue of the Cat in the Hat at the museum devoted to Dr. Seuss. Photo by: AP Photo/Steven Senne 

The new Amazing World of Dr. Seuss looks a lot different than most museums. Walking into it is 
like walking into one of Dr. Seuss' popular children's books. The handrails outside the entrance are 
squiggly and pink. The front hall is decorated with scenes from his book "And to Think That I Saw 
it on Mulberry Street." The real Mulberry Street is just a few blocks away. 

The museum is dedicated to Theodor Geisel, who wrote under the pen name Dr. Seuss. He wrote 
and drew pictures for dozens of rhyming children's books. Some of his most famous books include 
"The Cat in the Hat" and "Green Eggs and Ham." 

The museum opens to the public on Saturday. It is located in Dr. Seuss' hometown of Springfield, 
Massachusetts. The museum features interactive exhibits and never-before-seen artwork. It also 
explains how growing up in Springfield, about 90 miles west of Boston, shaped Geisel' s work. 

At Home ln His Hometown 



"He would absolutely be at ease here," said Lea Grey 
Dimond, one of Geisel's stepdaughters. "And to know 
that he's going to be here permanently, safe, protected 

• I J: li ... it s pertect. 

The museum is expected to draw about 100,000 
visitors per year. Geisel belongs in his hometown, said 
Domenic Sarno, the town's mayor. 

He said any other city would be lucky "to have a 
museum for a world-renowned author like Dr. Seuss." 

Focus On Kid Appeal 

Kids are the focus of the museum's first floor. On this floor, there are games to play. There are also 
climbable statues of Horton, and Thing 1 and Thing 2 from "The Cat in the Hat." 

At the museum, visitors can see "the creatures that sprang out from Ted Geisel's imagination," Kay 
Simpson said. She is the president of the Springfield Museums complex. Examples include 
Horton, the Cat in the Hat, the Lorax and Sam I Am. These characters "got kids excited about 
reading" which was important to Geisel, she said. 

Visitors can walk through Geisel's childhood 
bedroom. They can see his grandparents' bakery. 
Different rooms are painted in bright colors. They are 
decorated with detailed scenes from the books. 

The museum's second floor is cozy. It has the real 
furniture and various knick-knacks from Geisel's 
home in California. He lived and worked there until 
his death in 1991, at age 87. Even his collection of 117 
bowties is on display. 

No Acknowledgement Of Racist Controversies 

Geisel did not only write books. He created advertisements and World War U-era propaganda, or 
political illustrations, too. Some critics consider those wartime drawings racist. That means they 
depicted people of certain races in an unfair and unkind way. These illustrations are noticeably 
absent from the museum. But that's because the museum is mostly aimed at children, said 
Simpson. 

In the past, local museums have shown Geisel's wartime work, she said. 

Katie Ishizuka is a writer who has studied Geisel. She said the museum is only telling half the story 
by not showing Geisel's wartime work. These drawings often stereotyped the 
Japanese. Stereotypes are general ideas about people of a certain background, race or gender. But 
these ideas are not based in truth. 

"They don't acknowledge the full picture of him, or they try to minimize that or sweep it under the 
rug," said Ishizuka. She is the director of The Conscious Kid Library. The organization lends books 
that show off a wider, more diverse viewpoint for young readers. 



Political Illustrations Kept Separate From Children's Book Career 

Even in his children's books, characters of color are secondary to the white characters, she said. 
Sometimes they're depicted as stereotypes and caricatures. 

Dimond, Geisel's stepdaughter, said she never heard him say a prejudiced word against a group of 
people. However, she said, she knows he had some regrets about the wartime work. 

"If there is criticism of Ted, it has its place," she said. "I would never try to, and he would not want 
any of us to try to hide away anything he did. I know that he changed with the times." 

Richard Minear teaches Japanese history at the University of Massachusetts. He wrote "Dr. Seuss 
Goes to War" about Geisel's political illustrations. He says Geisel certainly had a blind spot on 
race. Still, it's not fair to judge his entire career on that work, he said. 

"He matured and he developed a whole lot from those early years," Minear said. He noted that 
"Horton Hears a Who!" was supposed to symbolize Japan's relationship with the U.S. after World 
War II. 



Quiz 

Read the section "At Home ln His Hometown." Select the paragraph that BEST shows that Springfield is grateful to host the 
museum. 

2 Read the section "Focus On Kid Appeal." Which sentence BEST supports the conclusion that the museum incorporates items 
from Ted Geisel's real life? 

(A) There are also climbable statues of Horton, and Thing 1 and Thing 2 from "The Cat in the Hat." 

(B) Examples include Horton, the Cat in the Hat, the Lorax and Sam I Am. 

(C) Visitors can walk through Geisel's childhood bedroom. 

(D) They are decorated with detailed scenes from the books. 

3 Which answer choice BEST characterize's Katie lshizuka's reaction to the new Dr. Seuss museum? 

(A) She doesn't understand why the museum won't allow students to read diverse books. 

(B) She supports most of Dr. Seuss' books and drawings, especially his political cartoons. 

(C) She is upset that the museum is opening at all, because she thinks Geisel was racist. 

(D) She is concerned that the museum is ignoring the cartoons that were mean toward certain groups. 

4 What is the relationship between Ted Geisel and World War li? 

(A) During World War 11, Ted Geisel drew political cartoons that some people say were racist toward the 
Japanese. 

(B) During World War li, Ted Geisel wrote some of his most famous books about the war. 

(C) During World War li, Ted Geisel became known as an important children's author. 

(D) During World War li, Ted Geisel worked as a writer for the government. 
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Image 1. Sun Yul. 4, is painting a "treasure map" at his mother's apartment in Yongsan-gu, Seoul. Photo: Min Joo Kin11Washington Post 

The spread of the coronavirus means fewer school classes in South Korea. The coronavirus is a flu 
like illness. It originated in China and has been spreading across the globe. The start of the school 
semester for Yoo Ju-chan, age 8, got delayed by a week. His after-hours "cram school" canceled 
classes, too. A cram school is a test preparation school. 

"It's so much more fun to stay at home," he said. "There's no question." 

Ju-chan's evening school has piled on extra homework to make up for the classes he is missing. He 
has been stuck indoors since the South Korean government's decision March 1 to delay classes. 
Even the playground near his family's apartment is empty. 

However, he's not complaining. "Even with that homework, my playtime more than doubled," he 
said. "Now I have about seven hours of playtime. I frolic with my dog at home. I play video games. 
I hang out with my parents more." 

Education Is Disrupted For Millions Of Children 



On February 27, Japan took school closings a step further than South Korea. It closed schools 
nationwide through March because of the fast-spreading coronavirus. This was meant to limit the 
infection's spread at what the government considers to be a key time. 

Including both Japan and South Korea, there are nearly 20 million children whose education is 
being disrupted. The effort is to curb the spread of a virus that, so far, mainly kills elderly people. 

International public health leaders say that children are less at risk of getting the coronavirus. 
Most of the cases of coronavirus have been in older people. 

In Seoul, South Korea, there are mixed feelings about the government's move. 

South Korea has perhaps the most high-pressure and competitive education system in the world. 
Many children spend several hours every evening at cram schools known as hagwon. There, they 
try to gain an advantage over their peers. 

"We Are Just Stuck Indoors" 

Hwang Hyun-bi is 12 years old. She usually spends three hours at her hagwon every evening 
studying math, science, English and Chinese. 

The hagwon has doubled or even tripled her 
homework to make up for the class cancelations, and 
she said she doesn't really have any more free time. 
"But I did have some fun at home," she said. "I 
watched 'The Incredibles' with my sister." 

Still, Hyun-bi can't wait for the virus worries to let up. 
In the final weeks of her time in elementary school, 
children were not allowed in classrooms unless they 
were wearing masks. Parents weren't allowed to 
attend the graduation ceremony. 

"I really don't like having to wear a mask during class," she said. "It makes it hard for me to 
breathe." 

Her sister Si-yeon is 6 years old and doesn't have homework to make up for her canceled hagwon 
classes. She has been spending her free time coloring, drawing and painting, as well as reading 
books. However, she doesn't like the virus, either. 

"I like playing outside," she said. "The last time I went out biking was two weeks ago, and I love 
biking. Also, I couldn't go to my kindergarten this month. I wanted to go to my kindergarten and 
meet my friends." 

The girls' mother, Lee Eun-jin, says she and the other moms in the neighborhood are worried 
about the education the children will miss because of the virus. 

"I like spending more time with my girls at home," Lee said. "But taking care of them for 24 hours, 
no school, no kindergarten, is a different story. If this was an actual vacation, we would have 
planned outings, but we are just stuck indoors." 

Blue Sky From A Window 



Four-year-old Sun Yul normally lives with his father and grandmother in Paju near the border 
with North Korea. However, with kindergarten there canceled, he was staying with his 
mother, Son Seung-hee, in her apartment in Seoul. He's having a great time, he says, because he 
can watch YouTube videos at home. 

Yul and his mom had a big piece of white paper rolled out on the floor and were creating a 
"treasure map" with paintbrushes and crayons. 

"Yul has a lot of free time and wants to play," Son said. "The sky outside is very blue. But we can't 
go anywhere." 



Quiz 

Read the section "Education Is Disrupted For Millions Of Children." 

Which sentence from the section shows why some South Koreans disagree with their government's decision to delay classes? 

(A) lt closed schools nationwide through March because of the fast-spreading coronavirus. 

(B) This was meant to limit the infection's spread at what the government considers to be a key time. 

(C) International public health leaders say that children are less at risk of getting the coronavirus. 

(D) ln Seoul, South Korea, there are mixed feelings about the government's move. 

2 Read the section "We Are Just Stuck Indoors." 

Which selection from this section supports the conclusion that some students are unhappy that classes are delayed? 

(A) Hwang Hyun-bi is 12 years old. She usually spends three hours at her hagwon every evening studying 
math, science, English and Chinese. 

(B) The hagwon has doubled or even tripled her homework to make up for the class cancelations, and she 
said she doesn't really have any more free time. 

(C) "The last time I went out biking was two weeks ago, and I love biking. Also, I couldn't go to my 
kindergarten this month. I wanted to go to my kindergarten and meet my friends." 

(D) "I like spending more time with my girls at home," Lee said. "But taking care of them for 24 hours, no 
school, no kindergarten, is a different story." 

3 Why did Lee Eun-jin feel frustrated after the government decided to close schools? 

(A) She thinks that students will miss too many classes. 

(B) She could not see her friends do other things she enjoys. 

(C) Her hagwon doubled the amount of homework to make up for it. 

(D) Her mother will not let her go outside to play. 

4 What caused South Korea to close its schools for a week? 

(A) the illness of many teachers and other educators 

(B) the rapid spread of the coronavirus in East Asia 

(C) the ability of students to make up classwork at hagwon 

(D) the belief among experts that the coronavirus is dangerous to children 
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Image 1. Stray dogs roam free at the Territorio de Zaguates shelter in Costa Rica. Photo courtesy of Territorio De Zaguates 

Imagine a relaxing walk through mountains and rain forests. You hear the chirping birds, the 
buzzing insects - and the happy yips of hundreds of dogs trailing behind you. Most dog people 
would love just that. Now they can experience it firsthand. Located in the Central American 
country of Costa Rica, this shelter for stray dogs is called Territorio De Zaguates. The name of this 
dog sanctuary means "Land of the Strays" in English. 

Room To Roam 

As a no-kill shelter, Land of the Strays has become home for stray or abandoned dogs. They are 
from all over Costa Rica. It all started in 2005 in the home of Lya Battle and Alvaro Samut. They 
lived outside San Jose, the capital of Costa Rica. But their house was too small to keep all the dogs 
that came under their care. Around 2008, the couple moved to 378 acres of farmland. The land 
had been left to Battle when her grandfather died. There, the dogs had plenty of room to roam. 



The National Animal Health Service in Costa Rica estimates the country has about a million stray 
dogs. As a result, there are new dogs coming to the shelter all the time. Workers and volunteers 
often go out and pick up strays that locals have told them about or taken in. Other dogs are 
brought in by owners. They either no longer want their pets or can't provide for them. So far, no 
dog has been turned away. 

More Than 1,000 Dogs 

Now, more than 1,000 dogs roam the countryside at this shelter. They go on daily walks in the 
mountains. They're bathed and treated on-site for illness or injury. More serious cases go to a 
veterinarian in San Jose. The dogs also eat some 858 pounds of food per day. Most importantly, 
they're given a better quality oflife than they'd experience on the streets. 

New Lease On Life 

"There is a major problem with stray and abandoned 
dogs in Costa Rica," Dan Giannopoulos said. 
Giannopoulos is a photographer who recently visited 
the shelter. He says the government policy for strays 
is to destroy them. "This is the only shelter of its kind 
in Costa Rica," he says. "It offers a new lease [on] life 
to the dogs, many of whom have lived terrible lives ... " 

Recovering From Illness And Abuse 

Six permanent workers and many volunteers work at 
the shelter. The volunteers include tourists as well as 
local people. They make sure new dogs are as 
comfortable as possible once they arrive. For the most 
part, the dogs are friendly and rarely fight. Many, 
though, are recovering from illness, starvation and 
abuse. Regardless, they love visitors. The dogs quickly 
surround guests in a battle for attention and playtime. 

"There was a black Labrador with a paralyzed back leg 
who became very attached to me, and I likewise, during the days I was there," Giannopoulos said. 
"She would wait for me when I stopped to take pictures and would always be within a few feet of 
me. If I had been going straight back to the United Kingdom, I think I would have seriously 
considered adopting her. I was quite sad to finally say goodbye to her." 

Special Adoption Days 

The shelter welcomes visitors, especially those thinking of adopting a dog. They come on select 
days to walk and play with the pack. "As a dog lover," Giannopoulos said, "it's pretty much 
paradise hanging out with hundreds of dogs, roaming fields and lush rain forests." In the future, 
the shelter plans to have a hotel. There, visitors will be able to stay with their favorite dogs. 
Hopefully, they will be convinced to leave with a new furry friend. 



Quiz 

Which section of the article shows how much food is required to feed the dogs at the shelter? 

(A) "More Than 1,000 Dogs" 

(B) "New Lease On Life" 

(C) "Recovering From Illness And Abuse" 

(D) "Special Adoption Days" 

2 Read the section "Recovering From Illness And Abuse." 

Which sentence shows why dogs might prefer living at the shelter rather than on the streets of Costa Rica? 

(A) Six permanent workers and many volunteers work at the shelter. 

(B) The volunteers include tourists as well as local people. 

(C) They make sure new dogs are as comfortable as possible once they arrive. 

(D) The dogs quickly surround guests in a battle for attention and playtime. 

3 According to the section "Recovering From Illness And Abuse," how do many of the dogs greet guests who arrive at the shelter? 

(A) They are friendly to people in hopes of getting attention. 

(B) They attack people because they have been abused before. 

(C) They growl at people because they are scared of them. 

(D) They will interact with people only if they are given food. 

4 What effect does the shelter in Costa Rica have on stray dogs? 

(A) lt allows them all to get adopted by new families. 

(B) lt gives them food, which they had no way of getting before. 

(C) lt provides them a way to be outside around other animals. 

(D) lt keeps them from being destroyed by the government. 
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Image 1. National Park Service researchers recently discovered a litter of four mountain lion kittens in the Simi Hills. a small area of habitat 
wedged between the larger Santa Monica and Santa Susana mountain ranges. All four kittens are females and are now known as P-66. P- 
67, P-68, and P-69. Photo from National Park Service. 

Four furry, blue-eyed cougar kittens were found with their mother. The felines are also known as 
mountain lions or pumas. They are living in the Simi Hills of Southern California. It is the first den 
found between the Santa Susana and Santa Monica mountain ranges. 

Park rangers found the kittens on June 11 while their mother was away. They are being called P- 
66, P-67, P-68 and P-69. The mother was named P-62, the National Park Service said. 

Tracked The Mom First 

Wildlife researchers began tracking the mother cougar with a GPS device in January. The tracking 
tool uses satellites to follow the cougar. The scientists have been tracking her since then. They 
eventually suspected she had the kittens because her movements changed. Scientists had to wait 
until she was away from her kittens so they could look. They found the kittens and quickly figured 



out their age and size. The kittens are all female. They 
were about four-and-a-half weeks old and weighed 
four to five pounds when they were found. 

The kittens are the first ones found in the Simi Hills. 
The area is an important habitat between the Santa 
Monica Mountains and larger natural areas to the 
north, said Jeff Sikich. He is a biologist for the Santa 
Monica Mountains National Recreation Area. 

Migrate North Or South? 

Scientists are interested in discovering whether they 
will stay in the Simi Hills or leave. To move north or south, they will have to cross at least one 
highway. Many cougars have been killed in traffic. 

Researchers have been worried about the Santa 
Monica Mountains cougars for years. Studies show 
they are very isolated in the area. There are not 
enough to breed. If more mountain lions don't move 
there soon, they could become extinct, or die out. 

Cougars in the Santa Ana Mountains are also in 
danger. The Santa Ana Mountains are located in 
Orange County, California. 

Highways ln The Way 

The National Park Service and other groups are working to help the big cats survive. They are 
planning to build wildlife crossings across two highways. The crossings will be protected from the 
traffic and lined with vegetation and grass. 

These will be the first permanent crossing for cougars in the area. Many wild animals cross the 
Simi Hills. They move north into the Santa Susana Mountains, and sometimes even farther. 



Quiz 

Which selection helps the reader understand that cougars face extinction in the Santa Monica Mountains? 

(A) Scientists are interested in discovering whether they will stay in the Simi Hills or leave. 

(B) To move north or south, they will have to cross at least one highway. Many cougars have been killed in 
traffic. 

(C) Researchers have been worried about the Santa Monica Mountains cougars for years. 

(D) Studies show they are very isolated in the area. There are not enough to breed. 

2 Read the section "Tracked The Mom First." 

Which detail shows WHY discovering the kittens was a big deal for scientists? 

(A) Wildlife researchers began tracking the mother cougar with a GPS device in January. The tracking tool 
uses satellites to follow the cougar. The scientists have been tracking her since then. 

(B) They eventually suspected she had the kittens because her movements changed. Scientists had to wait 
until she was away from her kittens so they could look. 

(C) They found the kittens and quickly figured out their age and size. The kittens are all female. They were 
about four-and-a-half weeks old and weighed four to five pounds when they were found. 

(D) The kittens are the first ones found in the Simi Hills. The area is an important habitat between the Santa 
Monica Mountains and larger natural areas to the north, said Jeff Sikich. 

3 What is MOST likely the reason the author included the information about GPS? 

(A) to explain what led scientists to find the den with kittens 

(B) to show what kept cougars safe from oncoming traffic 

(C) to highlight what scientists are using to save the cougar population 

(D) to explain what brought more cougars to the Simi Hills 

4 According to the section "Highways ln The Way," how do crossings help cougars? 

(A) They allow cougars to have a spot where they can make homes for their cubs. 

(B) They encourage cougars to leave the Simi Hills to find places with better vegetation and grass. 

(C) They allow the cougars to move freely to the other side without the danger of getting killed in traffic. 

(D) They encourage cougars to be more isolated in the Santa Monica Mountain range. 
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Image 1. The left lobe of Pluto's distinctive heart is called Sputnik Planitia, covered with craterless plains of frozen nitrogen that vaporize 
each day. Photo by: NASAiJHUAPLiSwRI 

NASA's New Horizons team researches Pluto. Pluto is a dwarf planet. The team has a spacecraft 
that traveled to Pluto. It took pictures of Pluto and gathered other information. The spacecraft is 
currently past Pluto. The team published a study on February 4. 

The study says that Pluto's weather cycle works like a heartbeat. 

Pluto has a giant basin. The basin is covered in nitrogen ice. Nitrogen is a chemical element. From 
space, the basin has the shape of a heart. The basin is called Sputnik Planitia. It is nicknamed the 
"heart." 

Each day on Pluto, sunlight hits the Sputnik Planitia basin, which is the left side of the "heart." 
This turns the nitrogen ice into gas. At night, it gets really cold on Pluto. This causes the gas 
nitrogen to turn back into ice. This cycle repeats every day on Pluto. One day on Pluto is equal to 
about six and a half days on Earth. 

Winds Shape Landscape 



This cycle creates energy. The energy powers the winds that shape Pluto's landscape, according to 
the study. 

"Before New Horizons, everyone thought Pluto was going to be a netball -completely flat, almost 
no diversity," said Tanguy Bertrand. He is a NASA astrophysicist and planetary scientist. "But it's 
completely different. It has a lot of different landscapes and we are trying to understand what's 
going on there." 

Humans got their best view of Pluto in 2015. That is when NASA's New Horizons spacecraft sent 
back images of craters, glaciers, plains and dunes. The photographs showed Pluto's landscape 
surrounded by a thin haze. The air on Pluto, or its atmosphere, is made up mostly of nitrogen. 

Craterless Plains Have Story To Tell 

Sputnik Planitia's basin is 2 miles deep basin. Its smooth features interested planetary scientists. 
The region is covered with "vast craterless plains that have some story to tell," said Jeffrey Moore 
in 2015. He is a researcher on the New Horizons team. 

In the study, the researchers used a weather 
forecasting model to test how Sputnik Planitia's 
"heartbeat" affects the winds of Pluto's atmosphere. 
Pluto's atmosphere is about 100,000 times thinner 
than Earth's atmosphere. 

Scientists found that 2 1/ 2 miles above ground, the 
winds blow westward. That is opposite the direction of 
Pluto's rotation. There is only one other object in our 
solar system that might do the same thing. It is 
Neptune's moon, Triton. The weather model also showed a strong flow of air near the ground level 
at the west side of the Sputnik Plani tia basin. There, tall cliffs at the basin's edge trap the air. 

Pluto has uneven formations in its geology. Some examples are its Bladed Terrain and the whale 
shaped Cthulhu Macula. The unusual way that the atmosphere flows could have influenced their 
odd shapes, the paper says. The wind may have carried more heat and haze particles to one region 
than another. Such an event could have caused the dark streaks and dunes that New Horizon 
spotted in 2015. 

On Earth, the ocean greatly influences the weather. The nitrogen heartbeat of the Sputnik Planitia 
basin seems as important to Pluto's weather as the ocean is to Earth's, Bertrand said. The team's 
weather models show the nitrogen event disturbs the atmosphere. It disturbs it just enough to 
keep the thin air moving and shaping the landscape. 

Pluto's atmosphere is a new opportunity for researching "how atmospheres behave in general," 
Bertrand said. 



Quiz 

Read the paragraph from the article. 

Pluto has uneven formations in its geology. Some examples are its Bladed Terrain and the whale 
shaped Cthulhu Macula. The unusual way that the atmosphere flows could have influenced their 
odd shapes, the paper says. The wind may have carried more heat and haze particles to one 
region than another. Such an event could have caused the dark streaks and dunes that New 
Horizon spotted in 2015. 

How does this paragraph support the main idea of the article? 

(A) by comparing odd formations on Pluto to locations on Earth 

(B) by describing the places that were photographed by the New Horizons spacecraft 

(C) by explaining how the atmosphere could have affected the geology 

(D) by providing examples of places on Pluto where the geology is varied 

2 Select the answer that summarizes the article. 

(A) NASA researchers wrote a research report based on information that they learned from the New 
Horizons spacecraft. Like Earth, Pluto has a thick atmosphere that creates winds. The winds on Pluto 
are so strong that the surface of the planet is smooth. 

(B) NASA scientists are using a new study written by New Horizons researchers to learn about Pluto's 
atmosphere. They have identified many features on the surface of Pluto that are similar to features on 
Earth, such as dark streaks and craters. 

(C) New information from NASA's New Horizons spacecraft changed what scientists think about Pluto's 
geology. They learned that nitrogen affects weather patterns that created a landscape with a lot of 
variety. 

(D) Scientists studying photographs from NASA's New Horizons spacecraft have identified a nitrogen 
"heartbeat" on the surface of the planet that leads some scientists to believe that there may have been 
life on Pluto in the distant past. 

3 What is the relationship between Pluto's weather and its landscape? 

(A) Nitrogen in the atmosphere causes winds that shape the landscape. 

(B) Extreme temperatures cause a heating and freezing cycle that forms the landscape. 

(C) Pluto's thin atmosphere allows air to be trapped in basins where strong winds blow. 

(D) Pluto's weather works like a heartbeat that creates disruptions in the landscape. 

4 What effect did the New Horizons study have on NASA scientist Tanguy Bertrand? 

(A) lt taught him that an energy cycle creates winds that create a varied landscape. 

(B) lt taught him that nitrogen is not present in Pluto's atmosphere. 

(C) lt taught him that Pluto had a smooth, unchanging landscape. 

(D) lt taught him that the thick atmosphere on Pluto contains streaks of nitrogen. 



[[]newsela 

Playing offensive line in high school comes 
with body weight issues 
By Washington Post, adapted by Newsela staff on 11.25.19 
Word Count 668 
Level820L 

"It's definitely hard for offensive linemen," said Landon Tengwall, a junior Good Counsel in Olney, Maryland. "You know, all the skill guys will 
show up and make fun of them, and they just think it's joking, but a lot of guys do get hurt from that, especially if they've gotten teased before 
by someone else." Photo by: Jonathan NewtoníWashington Post 

There was a video of a walrus doing sit-ups on Twitter. A fellow football player 
commented, "Lineman getting ready for spring break." 

A lineman is a football player position. In football, each team has an offense line and a defense 
line. The offense tries to move the ball to the opponent's end zone or goal post to score points. The 
defense line tries to keep the other team from scoring. An offensive lineman's job is to block the 
other team. 

Fat Shaming Of Football Players 

Landon Tengwall is a junior playing football at Our Lady of Good Counsel High School in 
Maryland. He is 6-foot-6 and 300 pounds. He is one of the best high school offensive tackles (OT) 
in the country. As an OT, his job is to keep opponents away from his teammate with the ball. 



He decided to speak up against the fat shaming against linemen on Twitter. Fat shaming is making 
fun of or criticizing people who might weigh more. 

"Unpopular opinion: not all linemen are fat," Tengwall wrote on Twitter. "Everyone loves that 
narrative. Shouldn't really be something you really embrace." The teen replied: "Sorry I didn't 
mean to make u insecure." 

The exchange shows the stereotypes many high school offensive linemen face. The football 
position often comes with such fat shaming. It is because linemen tend to be big and heavy so they 
can do their job right. 

Pressures To Change Body Type 

Such joking can be hurtful though. It can especially hurt teenagers who are trying to gain weight so 
they can get scholarships to play football in college. Most high school offensive linemen try to 
become as big and strong as possible. 

Tengwall has gained more than 100 pounds since eighth grade. His teammates often tease him 
about his weight. Joking around with friends can be innocent and harmless. It can also fuel the 
wrong idea that all offensive linemen are fat. It is a misconception Tengwall wants to break. 

Tengwall is not alone. Almost 3 out of 4 college athletes face pressure to change their 
weight, according to Trent Petrie. He is the director of the Center for Sport Psychology at the 
University of North Texas. Those pressures can start as early as high school, especially for 
offensive linemen. 

There are also other risks. Jeffrey Potteiger is a professor studying the science of exercise at Grand 
Valley State University in Michigan. He released a report in 2016, suggesting that college offensive 
linemen were becoming too large. They were at risk for health issues such as high blood pressure, 
diabetes and heart disease. 

Excess Body Fat Can Be Dangerous 

The average weight of linemen has increased over time. Potteiger said it increased by over 60 
pounds between 1942 and 2011. He said the extra weight could become a problem in the future if it 
is too much body fat. 

Many young offensive linemen are trying to gain weight. It has led some football teams to 
emphasize nutrition and education. 

Tengwall was 185 pounds in eighth grade. He wanted to play offensive line in high school. So he 
started to constantly drink protein shakes and eat peanut butter-and-jelly sandwiches a few times 
a day. He ate meat as much as he could and lifted weights twice a day. That got him up to about 
275 pounds by the start of his freshman season. 

Tengwall used to be afraid to take off his shirt in his middle school locker room. Now he's proud of 
his 300 pounds. He wants to help other linemen with how they view their bodies. 

"People just see big guys and we eat a lot of food, and they think that maybe that's all it takes to be 
an offensive lineman," Patrick Matan said. He is ö-foot-a and 296 pounds. He plays offensive 



tackle for Gonzaga College High School in Washington, D.C. "But it's more than being big. You 
have to be athletic, you have to be able to move, you have to be smart." 



Quiz 

What effect does the pressure to gain weight have on offensive linemen? 

(A) lt causes them to learn more about nutrition. 

(B) lt causes them to get scholarships to college. 

(C) lt causes them to gain an unhealthy amount of weight. 

(D) lt causes them to stop interacting with their teammates. 

2 Read the introduction [paragraphs 1-2]. 

Select the sentence from the section that shows why offensive linemen need to be big. 

(A) A fellow football player commented, "Lineman getting ready for spring break." 

(B) A lineman is a football player position. 

(C) The offense tries to move the ball to the opponent's end zone or goal post to score points. 

(D) An offensive lineman's job is to block the other team. 

3 Read the paragraph from the section "Excess Body Fat Can Be Dangerous." 

"People Just see big guys and we eat a lot of food, and they think that maybe that's all it takes to 
be an offensive lineman," Patrick Matan said. He is 6-foot-4 and 296 pounds. He plays offensive 
tackle for Gonzaga College High School in Washington, D. C. "But it's more than being big. You 
have to be athletic, you have to be able to move, you have to be smart." 

Which of the following is the MOST accurate explanation of what this paragraph means? 

(A) Being an offensive lineman simply requires someone to eat a lot of food. 

(B) Being an offensive lineman requires more skills than simply being big. 

(C) Most offensive linemen weigh close to 300 pounds. 

(D) Most offensive linemen are intelligent players. 

4 What caused Landon Tengwall to comment on a Twitter post that fat shamed offensive linemen? 

(A) He is an offensive lineman tired of people making fun of the stereotype. 

(B) He was hoping to share his story of gaining 100 pounds in high school. 

(C) He is an offensive lineman hoping to raise awareness about proper nutrition. 

(D) He was offended by the hurtful comments about his weight. 
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Indianapolis Colts quarterback Andrew Luck warms up before an NFL preseason game on August 17. 2019. at Lucas Oil Stadium in 
Indianapolis, Indiana. A week later, the 29-year-old announced his retirement, stunning the sports world. Photo by: Zach Bolinger/Icon 
Sportswire via Getty Images 

The National Football League (NFL) season has yet to start. However, football fans have already 
been surprised by something that happened. 

Andrew Luck shocked the sports world on August 24. The Indianapolis Colts quarterback said he 
will retire. That means he plans to stop playing football. He is only 29 years old. 

The football star is a four-time Pro Bowl player. Luck may have had his best season last year. He 
had 39 touchdowns in 2018. He also threw almost 4,600 yards. That is the length of more than 38 
football fields. 

Cycles Of Injury 

However, Luck has had a lot of injuries during his football days. He has hurt his shoulder, ribs, 
abdomen and kidneys over the years. He has also had a concussion. 



A concussion results from a blow, usually to the head. Some of the short-term effects of a 
concussion are headaches, dizziness, vomiting and disturbed sleep. Studies show concussions also 
have long-term effects. These include memory and attention difficulties. 

Luck also had pain in his calf and ankle injuries this preseason that kept him on the sidelines. 

Luck said the cycle of injury, pain and recovery has taken away his joy of the game. That is why he 
quit. 

Luck's situation is different from that of kids who play sports. Kids are not paid millions of dollars. 
Kids would also not have the long list of serious injuries like the professional football player. 

Kids Have Something ln Common 

However, kids who play sports do have something in common with Luck. They often walk away 
from their sports sooner than expected. They also walk away for similar reasons. 

Apoll by the National Alliance of Youth Sports a couple of years ago found that 7 out of 10 kids 
quit playing sports by age 13. A big reason for kids quitting is because "it's just not fun anymore." 

Kids sports and youth leagues are similar to professional sports in some ways. The seasons go on 
for too long. There is too much intense pressure during games and tournaments. There are also 
too many adults who take the kids' sports too seriously. 

There is also more emphasis on winning and finding the "best" players as kids get older. Those are 
the athletes who will move on to higher levels of competition, such as high school or traveling 
teams. 

Youth teams and youth leagues do not seem to have space for teenagers who just like to play but 
may not be the best. It is not surprising that so many of those kids get the message that they are 
not "good enough" to play. 

"Joy" and "fun" are small words, but they are a big deal in sports. 

George Washington University conducted a study a few years ago. The study asked young athletes 
what made sports fun for them. The kids said things like getting playing time, getting along with 
their teammates and trying their best. Winning games and playing in tournaments were not that 
important to them. 

One thing is clear. Players will walk away when the games stop being fun for them, or stop giving 
them joy. That is the same for a star NFL quarterback or a iz-year-old midfielder. 



Quiz 

According to the article, what is the relationship between fun and kids sports? 

(A) Playing sports is mostly fun for kids over the age of 13. 

(B) Kids think winning is the most fun part of playing sports. 

(C) Kids will quit playing sports if they stop having fun. 

(D) Adults want kids to have fun playing sports in leagues. 

2 Why is Andrew Luck retiring? 

(A) because his injuries took away his joy 

(B) because he felt that he was not playing well 

(C) because the Colts wanted to replace him 

(D) because there were too many games and tournaments 

3 Read the section "Kids Have Something ln Common." 

Which sentence from this section shows why kids stop playing sports? 

(A) They often walk away from their sports sooner than expected. 

(B) A big reason for kids quitting is because "it's just not fun anymore." 

(C) Kids sports and youth leagues are similar to professional sports in some ways. 

(D) The kids said things like getting playing time, getting along with their teammates and trying their best. 

4 Read the section "Kids Have Something ln Common." 

Which detail supports the conclusion that kids sports and professional sports have things in common? 

(A) The seasons go on for too long. There is too much intense pressure during games and tournaments. 

(B) Those are the athletes who will move on to higher levels of competition, such as high school or traveling 
teams. 

(C) Winning games and playing in tournaments were not that important to them. 

(D) That is the same for a star NFL quarterback or a 12-year-old midfielder. 


